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WELCOME

St. Mark’s is a community of believers and seekers committed to being queer-affirming and anti-racist, reflecting
the love and justice of Jesus Christ. We are a place where people of all ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, and abilities are welcomed, celebrated for their gifts, and invited to share in God’s embrace. As an
expression of our faith, we strive to stand in solidarity with Black, Indigenous and People of Color (BIPOC).

August 2, 2026 | 10:30 AM

4 PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE

PRELUDE Come to Jesus | Blakesley/Hunt | David Braceros-Hamm
WELCOME Rev. David Fife
CENTERING SONG no. 466 Come and Fill Our Hearts (sung twice)

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy.
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia!

ACALL TO WORSHIP Kay Orzech | Liturgist
One: We gather as a hungry people.
All:  We come to church today with different types of hunger.
One: We worship the God who feeds us no matter what;
the God who feeds our bodies and our souls.
All:  We will feast at the Table of love and grace,
giving thanks to the God of abundance.

AGATHERING HYMN no. 366 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
AGATHERING PRAYER

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS

Loving God, we confess that:

Too often our hearts are cold and lack gratitude.

Too often our lips are pursed tightly, unwilling to speak words of love.

Too often our hands are passive and unwilling to carry our acts of mercy.

Too often we are separated and alienated from our better selves and from you.
Forgive us, O God, and restore a new and right spirit within us. Amen.

(a moment follows for silent personal confession)



ASSURANCE OF PARDON

One: Hearthe Good News! While it is true that we have sinned, it is a greater truth
that in the name of Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Know you are forgiven and be at peace.
All:  Thanks be to God!

One: There is a river that flows from the throne of God — the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, washing
away our sin. Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
All:  Thanks be to God!

APASSING THE PEACE

As a forgiven people, we extend the hand of peace and reconciliation to one another saying:
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

AHYMN OF PRAISE no. 659 Know That God is Good (sung twice)

Know that God is good. Know that God is good.
Know that God is good. God is good. God is good.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Adapted from Rev. Joanna Harader | SpaciousFaith.com
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 32:22-31 | NRSV

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed
the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he
had. Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did
not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he
wrestled with him. Then he said, ‘Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, ‘I will not let you
go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, ‘What is your name?’ And he said, ‘Jacob.” Then the man
said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans,
and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, ‘Please tell me your name.’ But he said, ‘Why is it that you
ask my name?’ And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, ‘For | have seen
God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Peniel, limping
because of his hip.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 14:13-21 | NRSV

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when
the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great
crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came
to him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they
may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.’ Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go away; you
give them something to eat.” They replied, ‘We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And he
said, ‘Bring them here to me.’ Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five
loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to
the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took up
what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five
thousand men, besides women and children.

One: Holy wisdom, holy word.
All: Thanks be to God.



MUSICAL OFFERING Sonata for Clarinet, mvt. 1| Saint-Saens | Audrey Orzech, clarinet
SERMON "Halfway Decent Christians” Rev. David Fife
HYMN no. 509 A/l Who Hunger, Gather Gladly

INVITATION TO THE OFFERINGS

**If you’d like to donate to God’s work through St. Mark's, ushers will now collect the offerings. You may
also give electronically using the Vanco or Venmo QR codes found in the worship guide.

**If you have a prayer request or an announcement to share during Opportunities, write it down on a
sheet of paper included in the pad on your row and place it in the offering baskets.

VANCO

OFFERTORY Love Changes Everything | Webber | David Braceros-Hamm
AOFFERING HYMN no. 708 We Give Thee But Thine Own

We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.

APRAYER OF DEDICATION Jo Love | churchofscotland.org.uk/weeklyworship
OPPORTUNITIES

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts to God.
We lift our hearts to God, and our thanks and praise, because it is right
to do this.
We thank you, God, for breathing into us the breath of life and setting us in your world to love and serve
you. When we rejected your love and ignored your wisdom, you did not reject us. You loved us still
and called us to turn again to you in obedience and in love.
Out of your great love for the world, you sent Jesus among us to set us
free from the tyranny of evil. He lived as one of us, sharing our joys and sorrows. By his
dying and rising, he releases us from bondage to sin and frees us from the dominion of
death.
Gracious God, pour out your Spirit upon us and upon your gifts of the bread and the cup, that we may
be united with the living Christ and with one another through your love and grace.
Through the power of your Spirit, lead us to live as members of your
household: doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with you, our God.



With the confidence of the children of God, let us pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BREAKING THE BREAD, POURING THE CUP

COMMUNION HYMN no. 544 Bless the Lord

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life.

4 SENDING HYMN no. 37 Let All Things Now Living
A CHARGE from 1 Cor. 16:13; 2 Tim. 2:1; Eph. 6:10; 1 Thess. 5:13-22; 1 Peter 2:17
Go out into the world in peace. Have courage. Hold fast to what is good.
Return no one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted.
Support the weak. Help the suffering. Honor everyone.
Love and serve Christ, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

ABLESSING

POSTLUDE All Who Are Thirsty (Come to the Water) | Ray Makeever | David Braceros-Hamm

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR: May Trees (health concerns), Jeanette Jones (health concerns),
Martha Ortiz (health concerns), Rob Selby (health concerns) and the Selby Family, Janet Daub (health
concerns), and Cynthia Henry (health concerns).

000000000: 0000000000000 000000 000000000000 0000000000 0000000
Pastor - tracy@stmarksaz.org Monday-Thursday 9AM - Noon
Rev. Tracy Daub (she/her)
Church Administrator - churchadmin@stmarksaz.org OU R P U RPOS E
Abby Ellis (she/her) 0000.00000000000000000000000000000
Director of Music - david@stmarksaz.org Jesus Christ calls us to be a joyful community

David Braceros-Hamm (he/him)
That celebrates God'’s love, transforms lives,

And is a force for justice in the world.



OPPORTUNITIES

August 2, 2026

To view the live church calendar please visit www.stmarksaz.org
To join the church email list please email churchadmin@stmarksaz.or:

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY: Liturgist: Kay Orzech; Greeter:Terry Gilliland; Usher: Margaret Wilkie;
Communion Servers: Ann Moynihan, Diane Schifflett, and Nancy Martignetti; Communion Setup/Cleanup:
Berry Roberts and Audrey Harding; Livestream: Lori Block, John Jewett, and Irvin Richards.

AN ADULT EDUCATION CLASS ABOUT GENERAL ASSEMBLY: is TODAY and August 23 after
worship in Calvin Hall.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM: is meeting in the Office Conference Room on August 4th at 2pm.
BIG COFFEE: will be on Sunday, August 9th after worship in the South Courtyard.

Montlure 100 Year Celebration Weekend in Greer

Come and experience the magic of Montlure! Our Centennial Weekend invites all who have been
touched by Montlure - alumni campers and staff, volunteers, donors, and friends - to reconnect with the
camp that holds so many memories. Sing familiar songs around the campfire at Twilight Chapel, head
out on scenic hikes, enjoy quiet moments of worship and reflection, and engage in a variety of games,
activities, and service projects.

This weekend honors the rhythms that have shaped generations—then and now—and celebrates the
community that continues to gather here. Come remember, reconnect, and experience Montlure Camp
... Then. Now. Always.

Labor Day Weekend, September 4 - 7, 2026

Options to stay on-site or to stay nearby. Registration is $75 per person which will support the
Centennial weekend and the mission of Montlure.

REGISTER TO HOLD YOUR SPOT:
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Adult Education Class: Understanding What Took Place at the
PC(USA) General Assembly
August 2 and 23, following worship

Calvin Hall
In follow up to the July 26 General Assembly-themed worship, Dexter Mitchell and Rachael Eggebeen
invite you to attend two further conversations about this summer’s General Assembly. The first Adult
Education session will be today after worship, where the focus will be on reviewing the business
discussed at the General Assembly. If you have questions about how the General Assembly works, our
experiences, and the business, this is your chance to ask.


http://www.stmarksaz.org
mailto:churchadmin@stmarksaz.org

The second session, August 23 after worship, will focus on three important topics: General Assembly
approaches to mission coworker decisions, Presbyterians for the Kingdom, and the role of the church
as an institution. Many have wondered about what was decided at GA about mission coworkers going
forward as well as what the conversations reveal about who we are as the Presbyterian Church (USA).
When the question, “What values are most important to the PC(USA)?” is asked, there are a variety of
responses. At this assembly, there was a group, Presbyterians for the Kingdom, that offered a vision for
the PC(USA) that runs contrary to what many at St. Mark’s might argue is who we are as the PC(USA)
and why this matters to ourselves as members and friends of the PC(USA) and what we as the
PC(USA) can offer to the wider world.

If you have questions, see Rachael Eggebeen or Dexter Mitchell.

Summer Choir Ensembles

Here is a one-time opportunity to try out or warm up your voice in a compact ensemble.
Treble/Women's choir will rehearse on Aug 2 & 9 and sing in our worship service on the ninth.
Bass/Men's choir will rehearse on Aug 16 & 23 and sing in our worship service on the twenty-third. Join
us for some singing fun. For more information, contact David Braceros, david@stmarksaz.org.

FOOD & HYGIENE PANTRY: Our food pantry helps many in our community, especially during these
troubled times. Many thanks to everyone who brought much needed items for the food & hygiene
pantry. Please place your donations in the red wagon in the narthex on Sundays or bring them to the
office during business hours. Thank you to all who have donated. We continue to be very busy.

To keep the bags light and easy to carry, we request no family-size boxes, cans or bottles, and no glass
jars. Please know that we can only use shelf-stable and non-perishable items. Thanks!

Food Pantry Requests:

Cereal, in boxes and bags

Pasta, in boxes

Spam

Vegetables, canned and easy-open tops
Beans, both plain and prepared.
Ramen in packets

Shelf-stable milk, 1 quart or smaller
Bottled water, 16.9 oz or smaller
Pasta Sauce in cans

Canned chicken

Beans in cans and pouches

Soup

Ramen in packets

Hygiene Closet Requests: (all small or travel size items please)

e Toothpaste
e Shampoo, in small or travel-size bottles
e Conditioner, in small or travel-size bottles

To see the complete list of items we use in the pantry and print a shopping list, check out

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PO3poQ7h5dhJ1udUTisrntkoPvuViMm4BBtnzjeXf3U/edit?usp=s
haring (link also included in Esta Semana)

ISKASHITAA REFUGEE NETWORK NEEDS: bags of onions, garlic, potatoes, apples; cans of tuna
and tomatoes; sugar, flour, beans (dry and lentil), cooking oil, white corn flour, and pasta


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PO3poQ7h5dhJ1udUTisrntkoPvuVjMm4BBtnzjeXf3U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PO3poQ7h5dhJ1udUTisrntkoPvuVjMm4BBtnzjeXf3U/edit?usp=sharing

CHRIST’S RETURN AND JUDGMENT

366 Love Divine, All

Loves Excelling
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This text and this tune occur in almost all English-language hymnals (though not always together). The
transforming power of love motivates the unending praise of the life to come, and this fine Welsh tune
(whose name means “delightful”) gives us a foretaste of endless song.

TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1747, alt.
MUSIC: Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1831, alt.

HYFRYDOL
8.7.8.7.D



CHRIST’S RETURN AND JUDGMENT
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LORD'S SUPPER

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 509
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1 All who hun-ger, gath-er glad -ly; ho-ly man-na is our bread.
2 All who hun-ger, nev-er strang-ers, seek-er, be a wel-come guest.
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er; Je-sus Christis liv - ing bread.
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Come from wil-der-ness and wan-dering. Here, in truth, we will be fed.
Come from rest-less-ness and roam-ing. Here, in joy, we keep the feast.
Come from lone - li - ness and long - ing. Here, in peace, we have been led.
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You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-round us is our food.
We that once were lost and scat-tered in com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest are those who from this ta - ble live their days in grat-i - tude.
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Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
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The United Church of Canada minister who wrote this text was introduced to shape note tunes at the 1990

Hymn Society conference in Charleston, South Carolina. Afterwards she vacationed with friends nearby and
worked out this text while humming this tune as she walked up and down the beach.

TEXT: Sylvia C. Dunstan, 1990 HOLY MANNA
MUSIC: William Moore’s Columbian Harmony, 1825 8.7.8.7.D0
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. (alternate harmonization, 396)



CREATION AND PROVIDENCE
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Let All Things Now Living
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the depths of the o - cean pro - claim God di - vine.
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with glad ad - o - ra - tion, a song let us  raise,
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Written for an easy-to-sing folk melody familiar in England as well as Wales, this 20th-century North
American text bears many resemblances to both Psalm 148 and the traditional canticle Benedicite, omnia opera
Domini (Bless the Lord, all you works of the Lord).

TEXT: Katherine K. Davis, 1939, alt.
MUSIC: Welsh folk melody; harm. Gerald H. Knight, 20th cent.
Text © 1939, 1966 E. C. Schirmer Music Company
Music Harm. © Royal School of Church Music

ASH GROVE
6.6.11.6.6.11.D



CREATION AND PROVIDENCE
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till shad-ows have van-ished, all fear - ful - ness ban-ished,
till all things now liv - ing u - nite in thanks - giv - ing:
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as  for - ward we trav - el from light in - to light
to God in  the high-estt ho - san - na and praise!



