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AUGUST 2026

Our Purpose
Jesus Christ calls us to be a joyful community that celebrates God’s love, transforms
lives, and is a force for justice in the world.

We Welcome All

St. Mark’s is a community of believers and seekers committed to being queer-
affirming and anti-racist, reflecting the love and justice of Jesus Christ. We are a
place where people of all ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, and abilities are
welcomed, celebrated for their gifts, and invited to share in God’s embrace.

Office Hours

Monday — Thursday | 9am-12pm
Office closed on Fridays

Find @StMarksAZ on social media!
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CONNECTION IN THE PRESBYTERY

We Presbyterians refer to our system of church organization as a
“connectional” system. Rather than being independent entities,
Presbyterian congregations are linked to one another—both
locally and nationally.

Regional governing bodies, known as presbyteries, are responsible
for the support and oversight of the congregations and pastors in
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that region. Whether in guiding churches who are seeking a new | M R
pastor, or in mediating internal conflicts in churches, or in Rev. Tracy Daub

overseeing the educational process for prospective pastors, or in tracy@stmarksaz.org
uniting the congregations around certain mission efforts, the
presbyteries help connect and strengthen congregations.

The PC(USA) General Assembly is the national governing body of our denomination. Every
two years, elected commissioners from each presbytery attend a national meeting where
they discuss and establish policies within the denomination as well as policies regarding
social and global matters. The General Assembly helps to connect our congregations by
offering guidance, settling theological disputes, and establishing policies.

This past June, Presbytery de Cristo sent three commissioners to the GA—two of
whom were members of St. Mark’s: Rachael Eggebeen and Dexter Mitchell. As you will
see in this edition of Los Tiempos, Dexter and Rachael will be leading two adult
classes in August to share some of what took place at this year’s General Assembly.

Attending these classes offers an excellent opportunity to learn more about the
larger Church.

This connectional system is not simply organizationally useful; it is grounded
in our theology. We Presbyterians believe a connectional system represents
the Body of Christ. No one church stands alone. Instead, we are part of the
larger Body of Christ. As the Apostle Paul stated, “For just as the body is one
and has many members, and all of the members of the body, though many,
are one body, so it is with Christ.” (1 Cor. 12:12). We need one another. And
we serve Christ best when we are united with one another.

Blessings,

2N Tracy



ADULT EDUCATION CLASS

Adult Education Class: Understanding What Took Place at the
PC(USA) General Assembly
August 2 and 23, following worship
Calvin Hall

In follow up to the July 26 General Assembly-themed worship, Dexter
Mitchell and Rachael Eggebeen invite you to attend two further
conversations about this summer’s General Assembly. The first Adult
Education session will be on August 2 after worship, where the focus
will be on reviewing the business discussed at the General Assembly. If
you have questions about how the General Assembly works, our
experiences, and the business, this is your chance to ask.

The second session, August 23 after worship, will focus on three
important topics: General Assembly approaches to mission coworker
decisions, Presbyterians for the Kingdom, and the role of the church as
an institution. Many have wondered about what was decided at GA
about mission coworkers going forward as well as what the
conversations reveal about who we are as the Presbyterian Church
(USA). When the question, “What values are most important to the
PC(USA)?” is asked, there are a variety of responses. At this assembly,
there was a group, Presbyterians for the Kingdom, that offered a vision
for the PC(USA) that runs contrary to what many at St. Mark’s might
argue is who we are as the PC(USA) and why this matters to ourselves
as members and friends of the PC(USA) and what we as the PC(USA)
can offer to the wider world.

If you have questions, see Rachael Eggebeen or Dexter Mitchell.
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UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES

' Yoser Ice Cream Social &
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Congregational Care is hosting an intergenerational ice cream social
with games on Sat., August 29 from 2 till 4 pm.

We will provide the games and ice cream but we ask that you bring
your favorite topping.

Toppings could include fruit, nuts, caramel sauce, chocolate sauce,
sprinkles, etc.
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Montlure 100 Year Celebration Weekend in Greer

Come and experience the magic of Montlure! Our Centennial Weekend
invites all who have been touched by Montlure - alumni campers and
staff, volunteers, donors, and friends - to reconnect with the camp
that holds so many memories. Sing familiar songs around the
campfire at Twilight Chapel, head out on scenic hikes, enjoy quiet
moments of worship and reflection, and engage in a variety of games,
activities, and service projects.

This weekend honors the rhythms that have shaped generations—then
and now—and celebrates the community that continues to gather
here. Come remember, reconnect, and experience Montlure Camp ...
Then. Now. Always.

Labor Day Weekend, September 4 - 7, 2026
Options to stay on-site or to stay nearby. Registration is $75 per
person which will support the Centennial weekend an
the mission of Montlure.

REGISTER HERE TO HOLD YOUR SPOT:

@ https:/www.montlure.org/alumni-weekend



https://www.montlure.org/alumni-weekend

TIHAN POZ CAFE

/

'III-IAII POZ CAFE

AUGUST 20

at Our Saviour's Lutheran Church

VOLUNTEER!

Assemble Care Packages
8 - 930 am.

Lunch and Kitchen Volunteers
9:15 am. to 145 pm.

Advance sign up REQUIRED. Most duties involve a good
amount of standing and walking. Closed toe shoes
required.

DONATE!

Rleenex (square boxes only) Qr purchase via

All purpose spray cleaner Amazon Wishlist
(18-32 oz only)

Deodorant

Shaving cream
S15 gift cards® (Fry's,

Safeway, Walmart, or Target)
*Please give these directly to Stephanie or Cameron.

Contact Stephanie Mitchell
thundermitchell@gmailcom  520.2714990 (text preferred)
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UPCOMING EVENTS

August 2 | After Worship August 15 | 9:30AM

Adult Education Class. Session Retreat.
Calvin Hall Geneva Hall
August 4 | 1:00PM August 18 | 1:00PM
Bridge Group. Bridge Group.
Calvin Hall Calvin Hall.
August 4 | 2:00PM August 19 | 8:30AM
Congregational Care Team. Midweek Manna.
Office Conference Room Office Conference Room
August 5 | 8:30AM August 20 | 11:00AM
Midweek Manna. Book Club.
Office Conference Room Office Conference Room
August 6 | 11:00AM August 22 | 3:00PM
Book Club. Sylvia Thorson-Smith Memorial
Office Conference Room Service. Sanctuary and Geneva Hall
August 9 | After Worship August 23 | During Worship
Big Coffee. Children’s Church.
South Courtyard Room 2
August 10 | 10:00AM August 23 | After Worship
Administration Team. Adult Education Class.
Office Conference Room Calvin Hall
August 11 | 1:00PM August 25 | 1:00PM
Bridge Group. Bridge Group.
Calvin Hall Calvin Hall.
August 11 | 3:00PM August 26 | 8:30AM
CGE Team. Midweek Manna.
Office Conference Room. Office Conference Room
August 12 | 8:30AM August 29 | 2:00PM
Midweek Manna. Ice Cream Social.
Office Conference Room Geneva Hall

Midweek Manna: a gathering for prayer and Bible study on the upcoming
Sunday’s preaching text, held in the office conference room (2nd Street side).
All are welcome.

Big Coffee: Social Sunday at St. Mark’s! Join for treats, coffee, and conversation.
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CONTACT INFO

Ministry Teams

Administration Pastor
Charles Ambrose - fragglerock2@msn.com Tracy Daub - tracy@stmarksaz.org

Congregational Care Church Administrator

Jim Cullum - jeullum@jcams.com Abby Ellis = churchadmin@stmarksaz.org

Cathy Lurvey — deaconmindset@gmail.com Director of Music

David Braceros-Hamm - david@stmarksaz.org

Faith Formation

Rachael Eggebeen — edsrachael@gmail.com
John Jewitt — _dardubby@gmail.com

Community & Global Engagement
Martha Osborne — martha.r.osborne@gmail.com

Jan Prinz - janeth60@gmail.com St
Worship [ ]
Gwyn Roske — groskel@gmail.com ’ “\
Robin Staples — robin.staples@cox.net

Personnel PreSbgte I'ICI N Ch U I'Ch

Lori Block — Loriblock9@gmail.com
Becky Cook — rebeck.cook@gmail.com

Clerk of Session
Margaret Wilkie — wilkie.m.l.tuc@gmail.com

Sunday Schedule Find Us Online!
www.stmarksaz.org

In-Person Worship: 10:30am Livestream: Eacebook /StMarksAZ
www.YouTube.com/StMarksAZ aceboor.com arxs
Instagram.com/StMarksAZ

We Welcome All

St. Mark’s is a community of believers and seekers committed to
being queer-affirming and anti-racist, reflecting the love and
justice of Jesus Christ. We are a place where people of all ages,

Jesus Christ calls us to be
a joyful community that
celebrates God’s love,
transforms lives, and is a
force for justice in the
world.

sexual orientations, gender identities, and abilities are welcomed,
celebrated for their gifts, and invited to share in God’s embrace.
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