
 

WELCOME 
 

St. Mark’s is a community of believers and seekers committed to being queer-affirming and anti-racist, reflecting 
the love and justice of Jesus Christ. We are a place where people of all ages, sexual orientations, gender 

identities, and abilities are welcomed, celebrated for their gifts, and invited to share in God’s embrace. As an 
expression of our faith, we strive to stand in solidarity with Black, Indigenous and People of Color (BIPOC). 

_____________ 3rd Sunday of Lent | MARCH 8, 2026 | 10:30 AM _____________ 
▲ PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE 

PRELUDE                              Come, All Christians, Be Committed -arr. Hayes |  David Braceros-Hamm                         
               

WELCOME      ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  The Rev. Tracy Daub                   
​ ​ ​ ​                                                               

 
CENTERING SONG  no. 48  Rain Down​(sung twice) 
 

Rain down; rain down; 
Rain down your love on your people. 

Rain down; rain down; 
Rain down your love, God of life.   

 
▲CALL TO WORSHIP                      adapted, Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
                                                                                                                                   Jan Prinz | Liturgist 

One:​ If you need good news, 
All:​ we have good news to share. 
One:​ If you need a word of hope, 
All:​ with God there is hope enough to go around. 
One:​ If you need a glimmer of joy, 
All:​ in God we discover joy abounding. 
One:​ We gather together to bear witness to the good news of God’s love. 
                                                               

▲GATHERING HYMN no. 26      Earth and All Stars! 
 
▲GATHERING PRAYER                                                
                          
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS                     adapted, Rev. Sarah A. Speed|A Sanctified Art LLC|sanctifiedart.org 
  

O God, with you the impossible is possible.  And yet, we look around at our hurting world and 
tell ourselves that nothing can be done.  We do not truly trust in your power or presence.  We 
forget the many ways you have empowered disciples before us.  Forgive our small-minded 
ways.  Forgive us for doubting that change could ever come.  But even more, forgive us when 
we refuse to be part of your change and your possibilities.  Amen. 
                                           (a moment follows for silent personal confession) 

 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
 ​ One:​ Friends, God’s grace is wide and inclusive.  God’s mercy is abundant and surprising.   
                  God’s love is steadfast and unending.  This is the good news of the Gospel!  

All:​ Thanks be to God! 
 

▲PASSING THE PEACE 
 

As a forgiven people, we extend the hand of peace and reconciliation to one another saying:  
 

One: ​ The peace of Christ be with you. 
All:   ​ And also with you. 

 
▲HYMN OF PRAISE no. 447  We Are Forgiven ​(sung twice) 
 

We are forgiven.  We are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God.  Thanks be to God. 

We are forgiven.  We are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.                                  

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                               

 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING​                             Ephesians 3:14-21 | New Revised Standard Version 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to 
comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we 
can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING                                      Mark 6:30-44 | New Revised Standard Version                      

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. He said to them, 
‘Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.’ For many were coming and going, 
and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 
Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and 
arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, 
because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. When it 
grew late, his disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is now very late; 
send them away so that they may go into the surrounding country and villages and buy something for 
themselves to eat.’ But he answered them, ‘You give them something to eat.’ They said to him, ‘Are we 
to go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread, and give it to them to eat?’ And he said to them, 
‘How many loaves have you? Go and see.’ When they had found out, they said, ‘Five, and two fish.’ 
Then he ordered them to get all the people to sit down in groups on the green grass. So they sat down 
in groups of hundreds and of fifties. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, 
and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and he 
divided the two fish among them all. And all ate and were filled; and they took up twelve baskets full of 
broken pieces and of the fish. Those who had eaten the loaves numbered five thousand men.  

                                                     



      One: ​ Holy wisdom, holy word. 
All:   ​ Thanks be to God. ​ ​ ​ ​        

 
MUSICAL OFFERING​           My Shepherd Will Supply My Need -arr. Courtney | St. Mark’s Choir             
 
SERMON                                                                                  “The Good News Is. . . God Empowers Us!”​                   
 
​  
HYMN no. 822  When We Are Living 
  
INVITATION TO THE OFFERINGS  

 
**If you’d like to donate to God’s work through St. Mark's, ushers will now collect the offerings. You may 
also give electronically using the Vanco or Venmo QR codes found in the worship guide. 
**If you have a prayer request or an announcement to share during Opportunities, write it down on a 
sheet of paper included in the pad on your row and place it in the offering baskets. 

 
 
OFFERTORY​                     Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing -arr. Hayes  | David Braceros-Hamm                      
 
▲OFFERING HYMN no. 708  We Give Thee But Thine Own 

 
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.      
 

▲PRAYER OF DEDICATION       ​                                                           
 
 
OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY  
 
INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 

God be with you. 
​ And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts to God. 

We lift our hearts to God, and our thanks and praise, because it is right to do this. 
 
We thank you, God, for breathing into us the breath of life and setting us in your world to love and serve 
you.  When we rejected your love and ignored your wisdom, you did not reject us.  You loved us still 
and called us to turn again to you in obedience and in love.  

Out of your great love for the world, you sent Jesus among us to set us free from the  
tyranny of evil.  He lived as one of us, sharing our joys and sorrows. By his dying and  
rising, he releases us from bondage to sin and frees us from the dominion of death. 



 
Gracious God, pour out your Spirit upon us and upon your gifts of the bread and the cup, that we may 
be united with the living Christ and with one another through your love and grace. 

Through the power of your Spirit, lead us to live as members of your household: doing  
justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with you, our God. 

 
With the confidence of the children of God, let us pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; 
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

BREAKING THE BREAD, POURING THE CUP 

COMMUNION HYMN no. 527  Eat This Bread 
 

Eat this bread; drink this cup; come to me and never be hungry. 
Eat this bread; drink this cup; trust in me and you will not thirst.                   

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
▲ SENDING HYMN no. 498  Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken                                                                          
​ ​ ​ ​   
▲ CHARGE                                  from 1 Cor. 16:13; 2 Tim. 2:1; Eph. 6:10; 1 Thess. 5:13-22; 1 Peter 2:17 
 

Go out into the world in peace. Have courage. Hold fast to what is good.   
Return no one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted.  
Support the weak. Help the suffering. Honor everyone. 
Love and serve Christ, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

▲BLESSING 
 
POSTLUDE                            Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing -arr. Hayes  | David Braceros–Hamm                       
 

 
 
 
 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR: The family and friends of John Morgan (died February 5, 2026), 
May Trees (health concerns), Jeanette Jones (health concerns), Martha Ortiz (health concerns), Rob 
Selby (health issues) and the Selby Family. 

 



   
 
        

​  
March 8, 2026 

 
To view the live church calendar please visit www.stmarksaz.org 

To join the church email list please email churchadmin@stmarksaz.org 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY: Liturgist: Jan Prinz; Usher: Margaret Wilkie; Greeter: JP Berdine; 
Communion servers: Michael Block, Carol Trible, and Martha Osborne; Communion setup/cleanup: Berry 
Roberts and Audrey Harding; Livestream: Lori Block, John Jewett, and Irvin Richards. 
 
BIG COFFEE: Social Sunday at St. Mark’s today! Join for treats, coffee, and conversation. 

INTERNMENT FOR REV. MIKE SMITH:  will be in the Columbarium after worship today. 

THE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE: will meet on March 9 at 10am in the Office Conference Room. 

THE COMMUNITY AND GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE: will meet on March 10 at 4pm in the 
Office Conference Room. 

THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE: will meet on March 11 at 4:30pm in the Office Conference Room. 

 
REGISTRATION FOR MONTLURE SUMMER CAMP IS OPEN: It’s never too early to look at your 
summer calendars and make plans for summer camp! Escape the upcoming summer heat to the cool 
and crisp air of Greer, AZ. Campers make memories of a lifetime at camp! More details at montlure.org. 

 
Overnight Camps: 
10-12th Grade: June 7-12 
9-10th Grade: June 14-19 
7-8th Grade: June 21-26 
5-6th Grade: June 28-July 3 
4-6th Grade: July 6-10 
 

Camp in the City: 
See website for dates and locations! 

 

 

What does the Lord require of you? To do justice and to love kindness and 
to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8. Responding to Christ’s call to 
ministries of compassion for the world’s most vulnerable. 

 
 
SMALL GROUPS ARE MEETING: Sponsored by the 
Faith Formation Ministry Team, there are 4 new small 

groups that have formed.  

●​ Young adults under 45 led by Martha & Paul Osbourne 
●​ Week day meeting at Cascades led by Sylvia Thorson-Smith  
●​ Friday at lunch time led by Cathy & Art Lurvey 
●​ Saturday evening led by Rachael Eggebeen 

Use the QR code to the right to sign up, or see Rachael Eggebeen or any member 
of Faith Formation for more information. 

http://www.stmarksaz.org
mailto:churchadmin@stmarksaz.org
http://montlure.org


 

FOOD & HYGIENE PANTRY:  Our food pantry helps many in our community, especially during these 
troubled times. Many thanks to everyone who brought much needed items for the food & hygiene 
pantry. Please place your donations in the red wagon in the narthex on Sundays or bring them to the 
office during business hours. Thank you to all who have donated. We continue to be very busy and are 
in need of: 

For the Food Pantry, we need: 

●​ Prepared canned beans 
●​ Prepared Rice 
●​ Saltine crackers 
●​ Cereal 
●​ Peanut butter in squeeze containers 
●​ Unrefrigerated milk 
●​ Macaroni and cheese in cups (just add water) 

For the Hygiene Closet, we need: 

●​ Deodorant - for both men and women 
●​ Shampoo 
●​ Chapstick 
●​ Soap 

 

ISKASHITAA REFUGEE NETWORK NEEDS: bags of onions, garlic potatoes, apples; cans of tuna 
and tomatoes; sugar, flour, beans (dry and lentil), cooking oil, white corn flour, and pasta. 

 

 



 



 



 


